
Question Text: 

Hello:  

We are the Balance of State CoC and directly operate 2 PSH HUD funded projects. Since the projects operating start 
dates, we have a licensed State of Alabama inspector conduct an initial and annual inspection of all HUD ER 
approved units that we lease. The CoC pay for these costs out of general funds.  

We also have a grantee that is a former S+C project now CoC PSH rental.  

1. Must the HQs inspection be conducted by a licensed inspector? 2. Can a person inspect that is NOT certified?  

3. Can the HQS inspections be billed to a CoC line item?  

4. Are the former S+C (now CoC PSH projects) grantees required to have an initial and annual inspection?  

5. Is there a HUD HQS certification online or otherwise via HUD exchange?  

Thank you for your feedback. 

Response: 

Thank you for your question. We have broken out the response into different sections below. 

Question 1 and 2:  

While HUD does require that housing assisted with CoC Program funds meets HQS, there is no requirement that 
the HQS inspectors be certified. Therefore, HQS training does not have to be conducted formally by a certified or 
licensed instructor and it could potentially be conducted internally among managers or staff who are familiar with the 
HQS inspection process and have a full understanding of how to complete the HQS Inspection Form 52580. 

Question 3:   

Under Section 578.59(a)(2), the costs of providing training on Continuum of Care requirements are eligible. 
Therefore, since HQS inspections are required under the CoC Program, the costs to train staff on how to conduct 
HQS inspections could be charged to the project administration budget line item. 

Question 4: 

The CoC Program interim rule outlines in Section 578.75(b) that all units must be physically inspected by the recipient 
OR subrecipient prior to assistance being provided on behalf of a program participant and at least annually during the 
grant period to ensure that the units continue to meet HQS. Therefore, the HQS inspection must be conducted at 
initial move-in for each participant and annually thereafter. 

Question 5: 

There are no HQS certification courses available on the HUD Exchange.  

For more information about Housing Quality Standards, please refer to Chapters 17 
(http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/documents/huddoc?id=DOC_11761.pdf)  and 10 
(http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/documents/huddoc?id=DOC_35620.pdf) of the Housing Choice Voucher Program 
Guidebook. 

Please click on the [View Question] button below to perform the following actions: 

• View your question, answer, and any applicable attachments 
• Ask a new, unrelated question using the same requestor information 
• Reopen this question if you need more assistance with the same question 

View Question  

This email account (aaq@hudexchange.info) does not have the ability to reply to emails. Please DO NOT REPLY to 
this email address, as all messages sent to this address will not be responded to. Please direct any inquiries 
regarding HUD Exchange or its Ask A Question system to info@hudexchange.info or ask another question using the 
"View Question" link located above. Please keep this email for your records. 
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